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Pocock2 from being present at the retaking of Fort William, we are not without
a due sense of his zeal for our service, evinced by the manner he exposed
himself at the capture of Chandernagore, and we do direct you to return
him our thanks and assure him of our most grateful sense of his good
services.
39.    The agreement made with Admiral Watson before his departure from
Fort St. George that all plunder and booty to be taken from the Moors in the
expedition at Bengal should be deposited until His Majesty's pleasure was
known was certainly a very prudent and proper measure, and we have the
satisfaction of informing you that His Majesty has most graciously confirmed
this agreement by letter patent, in consequence of which the Company are
fully  entituled to the said moiety by way of compensation for  the great
damage which they have sustained and of their great expences in the said
expedition.   We have sent to Fort St. George, by this conveyance, one of the
said original grants, which is to be kept by the President and Council there or
forwarded to you, wherever it may be wanted; for the more effectual carrying
the said agreement into execution we propose to send another by one of the
next ships, which being received at Fort St. George, one may then be deposited
there  and  the  other  in  Bengal.   Whether  we  were  under  any  necessity
of applying to the crown in this case, or whether our charter may not have
vested a right to captures of that nature as well as ships taken by those acting
under our commission, we will not attempt at present to determine, but for
our information and your better government in future those points are now
under the consideration of our greatest lawyers, and their joint opinions shall
be forwarded to you by the latter ships,
40.    We apprehend the Company have a right to the whole of the prize
taken from the French by Commodore James called the le Indien, and you
ought to have taken charge of the same, but as we find he proposed to carry
her to Fort St. George, we hope our servants there have seen this affair in a
proper light and secured the produce thereof until they heard from us; in
our next advices we intend to send directions not only on this case, but likewise
in what manner our servants are to act with respect to captures in general.
41.   We writ you a short letter under date of the 4th of May last by the
Bombay ships to advise you of our having appointed Mr. Mace our Engineer
for the Presidency of Bengal and giving some directions for the constructing
proper works at Fort William; we see no reason for deviating therefrom, on
the contrary the permission obtained from the Nabob and some other cir-
cumstances seeming to favour the plan, you are to proceed thereon agreeable
to the said letter, a copy of which as likewise of Captain Mace's instructions
we send by this conveyance, although we hope that gentleman and the originals
will have reached you long before this can come to hand.
42.    You have desired copies to be sent you of a great number of books
and papers, as you advise us all those at Fort William were destroyed on the
capture of that place by the Nabob; we have given directions accordingly, and
you will receive copies of all such as are apprehended to be material and neces-
sary by the latter ships, but we having reason to believe some of the books
and papers of the latest dates have been returned to you by order of the Nabob,
you ought to have sent a list of such to us which Would have been the means
of saving much trouble; however, you must not fail of transmitting by the